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SHALOM ROSENBERG
SIGNIFICATION OF NAMES IN MEDIEVAL JEWISH LOGIC

Wolfson and recently Hintikka have shown that the Greek and later
the Medieval thinkers worked out of some Aristotelian hints a
systematic theory of the signification of names. This theory in-
cluded in addition to homonyms and synonyms a complete set of
names the most prominent of which are the shemot mesupakim
(ambiguous names), which may be shown to correspond to the
scholastic arnalogy.

A study of the various texts available reveals three kinds of she-
mot mesupakim. This conceptual analysis into three kinds is re-
inforced by Alfarabi’s commentary on De Interpretatione, that men-
tions four different senses of homonymity, three of which cor-
respond to the above mentioned kinds. In the first analogy is a
certain kind of similarity. The second roughly corresponds to the
analogy of attribution and the third to the analogy of propor-
tionality of the late scholastics. Alfarabi’s work had decisive in-
fluence on the theory of analogy and he, in turn, was undoubtedly
influenced by Greek sources, especially by Porphyry’s commentary
on the Categories that refers to these three kinds of names. Mai-
monides in the Guide of the Perplexed criticizes the use of analogy
in explaining the divine attributes, while Gersonides and Crescas
employ a kind of analogy of attribution and analogy of proportio-
nality respectively.
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