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Shalom Rosenberg

Ontological Categories and
Some Jewish Philosophers:
Substance and Accident

The thesis of the paper is that we
may discern three distinct traditions
which influenced the conception of
substances in Jewish Medieval philo-
sophy : (1) the view of the Kalam
that conceived of substance as the
substratum and identified it with
matter within an atomistic philosophy
of nature; (2) the main stream of
medieval Aristotelian ontology, that
conceived of substance as the central
core of the attributes of entities,
a core which defines a set of emer-

gent attributes inherent in the entity
in its totality but not in its parts;
(3) the view developed in Pseudo-
Empedoclean writings which — influ-
enced by neo-platonic conceptions —
adopted a “veil of perception” theory
and conceived of the categories of
substance and accidents as belonging
to different epistemological levels; on
this theory substance is a “thing in
itself”, although accessible to man.
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