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‘By the procedure of explication we mean the transformation of an inexact, prescientific concept, 2

the explicandum, into a new exact concept, the explicatum. Although the explicandum cannot
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be given in exact terms, it should be made as clear as possible by informal explanations and
examples. The task of explication consists in transforming a given more or less inexact concept
into an exact one or, rather, in replacing the first by the second [...] The explicandum may
belong to everyday language or to a previous stage in the development of scientific language.
The explicatum must be given by explicit rules for its use, for example, by a definition which
incorporates it into a well-constructed system of scientific either logicomathematical or empirical

concepts’ (R. Carnap, Logical Foundations of Probability, Chicago 1950, p. 3)
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‘When philosophy paints its gray on gray, then has a form of life grown old, and with gray on 9
gray it cannot be rejuvenated, but only known; the Owl of Minerva first takes flight with twilight
closing in’ (G. W. F. Hegel, ‘Preface’, Elements of the Philosophy of Right, Cambridge 1996).
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