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... The fundamental idea of this [Semitic] religion was the supremacy of one common master in heaven and
earth... was the character of the nomad life which impresses upon all races without distinction so deep a mark.
One very decisive proof of this was the little liking which nomads as a rule leave for figures in
painting or sculpture.. Nomad life made impossible the paraphernalia necessary for an idolatrous worship; the
pantheon must be as portable as the douar, and the Bedouin’s habits limited him to a few insignificant theraphim,
and a portable ark in which the sacred objects were enclosed. What was wanting in the Semite far more even than
a taste for the plastic arts was mythology, which quite as much as painting and sculpture, is the mother of
polytheism. The principle of mythology is the investing of words with life; whereas the Semitic languages do not
readily lend themselves to personifications of this kind. A feature in the peoples who speak them is a waste of
fertility both of imagination and language.
Each word was, to the primitive Aryan: pregnant, if [ may so speak, and comprised within itself a potent myth...
In the eyes of the Semite, upon the contrary, all the facts the cause of which is unknown have one same cause. All
phenomena, more especially those of meteorology were ascribed to the same being.
:41-40 /1N YN 1

Nearly all the roots of the Aryan languages thus contained an embryo divinity, whereas the Semitic roots are dry,
inorganic, and quite incapable of giving birth to a mythology... It would be idle to attempt to derive a theology of
the same order from the most essential words of Semitic languages... The roots in this family of languages are, if I
may say so, realistic and non-transparent ; they did not lend themselves to metaphisics or mythology. The
difficulty of explaining in Hebrew the simplest philosophical notions in the Book of Job and in Ecclesiastes is
something quite astonishing. The physical imagery which, in the Semitic languages. is still almost on the surface,
obscures abstract deduction and prevents anything like a delicate background in speech .
The impossibility of the Semitic languages to express the mythological and epic conept.ions of the Aryan peoples
is not less striking. One fails to realise what Homer or Hesiod would be like if translated into Hebrew. This is
because, with the Semites, it is not merely the expression, but the train of thought itself which is profoundly
monotheistic. The foreign mythologies become transformed under Semitic treatment into dull historical
narratives.
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